Abolition of the Corvee,        149

discussing an important matter upon its merits.
He then recalls the labors of Orry and of Tru-
dainc, who thought the coi"ut(e could be re-
formed but not abolished, and endeavors to
prove that all classes profit by the good con-
dition of the roads. " The landowners are not
the only ones," says he, " to derive advantage
from well-kept highways; travellers, wagoners,
even peasants who go on foot, derive equal
advantage,"

To this Turgot rejoins; "Touching the pe-
destrian peasants, the honorable Keeper of the
Seals will pardon me for believing that the
pleasure of walking upon a well-gravelled road
does not compensate them for their gratuitous
labor in constructing it"

It would be interesting to cite the whole dis-
cussion between these two eminent men, Miro-
m6nil displays great m'mbleness of wit, and
brings forward, imder various and rather novel
forms, arguments very old in substance. He
seems to desire not to push the argument too
far, and to think that some easy concessions
will be enough to win over the minds of his
opponents, Turgot permits himself to be
shaken or surprised by no argument; he has
an answer to everything, Since the entire dis-
cussion cannot be presented here, it is neces-
sary to mention Mirom&ui's chief objections'itat] had provincial Estates (assemblies) for granting or
